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Italian Restaurant LaCaccia,
Chase Club, Coming This Fall

By Leland Schwartz

Before the dust settles, Kevin Ash will have built two hotels, three upscale
public restaurants, three cafes, and a members only club in Leesburg,
Warrenton and Middleburg.

Here in Middleburg it will be an Italian Restaurant, “LaCaccia’, (“The
Hunt”) next to the Post Office, also the meaning of his restaurant in Lees-
burg, The Hunton.

In Warrenton, it's go-
ing to be a French
brasserie, which Wiki-
pedia describes as “a
type of relaxed, bus-
tling French restau-
rant that historically
served as a brewery,
famous for their lively,
upscale-yet-casual at-
mosphere and menus
featuring comforting
French staples like
steak frites, French
onion soup, and fresh
seafood?”

“Think of Le Diplo-
mat in DC; Kevin
suggests. “Not un-
approachable,  not
highbrow, just good
French meals”

In each town, and with
reciprocity with each
other, the Chase Club joins members in the Club’s space where you can
work, eat and use conference rooms, as well as take part in 70 year-round
social events that
range from fly fish-
ing trips in the re-
gion to catered win-
ery picnics.
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La Caccias som-
melier will conduct
monthly  “Wines
Around the World”
tastings for 25 club
members from re-
gions of the world
that Kevin says
“many people
might not be famil-
iar with”
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The Chase Club in

Middleburg is working on some level of reciprocity with Salamander. “We
are developing a very positive relationship about how the Salamander and

RENDERING OF “LA CACCIA” AND ITS ITALIAN CAFE BY WOODWORKS ARCHITECTS

the Chase Club could work together in the future;” Kevin said.

Kevin is part architect, builder, stone mason, land planner and an expert in building resto-

ration. But when you ask him what he does for a living, he says “I manage risk. What I do in

these historic communities is very complex;” Kevin explains. “In trying to manage the com-
plexity of these projects, I
am managing risk” Hes
also an avid outdoorsman
and says “I love to fly fish
all over the world”

If you walk by the old
Fun Shop, where plans
to open a steak house
by another develop-
er stalled out and fell
through, you can hear
Ash’s Clay Construction
Co. inside building out
the restaurant down-
stairs and the Club up-
stairs, along with what
Kevin calls “two proper
bars”

“The execution of
the work is not as
seamless as it could
be,” he says, mak-
ing a reference to the
Town’s red tape and
the fact that the town
manager’s position has been vacant. “I wish their development was as simple
as the buildings that are there;” Kevin says, describing the one thing that slows him down.
“Time kills deals;” he says every time I see him. Warrenton, on the other hand, Kevin says, “is
super-proactive to get downtown development going”

The Fun Shop was 15,000 square feet. The Middleburg Safeway is 12,500. “I had to clean
all of that out and start from a blank slate;” Kevin said. The three single-family houses on
the property are getting renovated and updated, a request from Middleburg Mayor Bridge
Littleton.

The historic house will be an Italian cafe and will be open for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
What Kevin calls a “speakeasy” is tucked away behind the cafe. (They were called “speak-
easy” bars because patrons were instructed to literally “speak easy” (whisper or talk quietly)
about these secret establishments in public, Wikipedia says. “This practice kept the illegal
operations hidden from both neighbors and law enforcement” This one, however, has its
ABC license.

The second floor, the rooftop and the speakeasy are part of the Chase Club. The
edge of the roof is green, planted, and pulled away from the street.

When I asked Kevin'’s wife, Remington, how this all started, she said “We wanted
a place where we could hang out with our friends and that we built and owned”



